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_I{JKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
news release
FOR It1MEDIATE ·RELEASE THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 1981
WASHINGTON --- For the second time in four years, Congressman Kika de la Garza
is calling together government officials in an effort to gain federal approval to
install an airport radar surveillance system in the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
The meeting will be held at 3 p.m. April 23 in Room 1306 of the Longworth House
Office Building in Washington. It is being called as a result of long-standing
complaints by air traffic controllers that the McAllen, Harlingen, and Brownsville
airports do not have radar, creating the potential for air disasters.
The South Texas Congressman held a meeting about this same subject with the
mayors and civic leaders of tile tilree airport cities and representatives of the
House Select Committee on Narcotics, the Coast Guard, the Department of Transportation.
the Federal Aviation Administration, the Air Force, the I~mir,ration and Naturalization
Service, the Drug .Enforcement Administration, the Department of State and U.S.
Customs on May 4, 1977. The same agencies are being invited to the meeting in April
as well as Senators John Tower and Lloyd Bentsen and the local officials.
Besides setting up the April meeting, de la Garza said he is making arrangements
for interested Valley citizens t~ make their views known to the House Appropriations
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